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**, * * When, for three days last March ('March 11, 12 and 13, 1972), thousands of Black People gatkered in Gary, 
Indiana, representing a wide variety of political leanings, to units on the comm:m issue of our oppression, it could 
only be called a good thingf* 


INTRODÜCIfON: BY HUEY P. NEWTON, SERVANT OF THE PEOPIE, BLACK PANTHER PARTY 


Since Black people in the United States were hurled 
from so-called Emancipation to make-do in a hostile 
environment, and since suffering tkrough the false hopes 
of the Reconstruction Era to endure the thousands of 
indignities presented by a racist America, we have been 
unable to bring oiirselves to make on organized thrust 
for our long-sought liberation * At present, we stilt suffer 
the centuries-old problems, barely surviving our current 
situation . Although the mighty storm is rising, when we 
Black people, along with other poor and oppressed people, 
overtum all obstacJes to our liberation with our great 
and stored-up collective power, the tide is stilt low and 
things are too much the same: still hungry „ stilt lired, 
still powerless. 

Therefore , wj hen, for three days last March (March JJ, 
12 and I3 t 1972), thousands of Black people gatkered in 
Gary, indiana, reptesenting a wide variety of political 
leanings, to rnite on the comrnon issue of our oppression, 
it could only be called a good thing * The tasks Ons 
National Black Political Convent ion set bef ore itself were 
monumental. The concrete conditions that must be over- 
cotne and transformed are monumentaL Nevertheless, 
there was the unity of will t to survive, to gom liberation, 
and monumental lasks could bediscussed, astheyhad to be. 


has been driven by and was organized to instihde orce 
baste phenomenon, the united thrust of Black people, 
prïmarily, to seize power . We have said it so many 
times, “Alt Power to the People”. We have implemented 
programs of action, from the early self-defense groups 
to the current survival programs, ivith the Vision bef ore 
us of unity in our commmity, to bring about our complete 
liberation. With this in miné, we must applaud the gathering 
at Gary, which proposed the beginnings of that united 
thrust for power for Black people. Without the tmity, 

all discussions are mute. 

There, at Gary, Black p&ople from all uxilks of life 
came logether, to state the problems and propose the 
Solutions. During the three days, the chief organizers of 
the Convent ion outlined a program and called for votes 
on the wide variety of topics which affect our lives. The 
subjects were wide-range, for w? need so much, lack 

so much. As the various speakers came Jbrward,annotmcing, 
calting for a partieular vote, putting fonvard a particiUar 
program, for three fnll days, those who attended and those 
who watched from afar could hear the theme reverberate 
and fill the meeting places: unity, unity in the Black 
cotn m unity. 


The Black Panther Party, since its inception in 1966, CON TINU F D ON NFX F PAGE 


•Hf ElLACfc PANTHIïR.SATURPAV» APHIL29, AÏ72 PAG E ï 


ALL BLACK PEOPLE GOT TO 
SEIZE THE TIME FOR UNITY! 

THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY WILL DECIOE THE RESULTS OF THE GARY, INDIANA NATIONAL 

BLACK POLITICAL CONVENTION. 



















































TtfE BLjÏCK PANTHER, SATERDAG APRIL 2 % 1972 PAGE '■ 



BOBBY SEALE, CHAIR MAN OF THE BLACK PANTHER 
PARTY, joïned the otkers at Gary. However, 41 when the 
Chairma i of the Black Panther Party, of the Vanguard 
Party, came to offer our suggestions and comments, #<i 
/ 2 e should not have had to speak over band music .** We 
criticize the leaders of the Convention for this action.** 
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From these various platforms, a document i vas drawn 
up. combining what was proposed with what was resolved. 
This document became the National Black PoliticalAgenda, 
expressing a program to be enacted as a resuLt of the 
Convention. It was to have been presented, after various 
amendments by the Convention Steering Committee t to 
the masses of people on May 19, 1972, the birthdate of 
Brother Malcolm X. This final document will certainly 
represent an historie record of what Black people tried 
to do or tkought about doing in the year 1972* Of course, 
only the will of the people and History will declare its 
validity. 

The outcome of Gary, as we have indicated,will be told 
by the masses of people, by what actually takes place, 
Therefore, wliat we say and feel can only be represented 
by what we do. However, if the action is to be Progressive, 
it must be guided by correct thinking, and the idea, then, 
must closely reflect the real and concrete condition, wüh 
a Progressive tkrust toward future events, Because we, 
the Black Panther Party, have been able to criticize 
ourselves, openly and without hes Hat ion, we understand 
that the way to achieving our liberation, totvard ïmple - 
menting the program Jor liberation, must be Ut by correct 
ideas and corresponding, correct action. We can never 
be too arrogant for that. Our lives are at stake, our 
survival is at stake, our unity is at stake. We must white, 
with the knowledge that unity cannot be accepled if it 
is mprincipled. History challenges us and time is of 

the essence. 

Let us review, then, with the interests of our people, 
of ourselves t in mind, the National Black Political Con¬ 
vention, using that experience to help us in the future. 
The overwhelmingly positive unity that was a reatüy 
by the very fact of the Convention, the basic the me of 
unity was overclouded by the condition at the Convention 
of chaos and disorder for three entire days. We were 
there and ready to talk business , but the otganizers Icjl 
us in a state of confusion. The groups and organizations 
that cam ? to help f to work were shufJJed arornd to vie 


for a spot on the program, white the chief organizers 
cömmanded the program , In pariieular, the Black Panther 
Party, which certainly represents a via b le and active 
force in the Black commimity t uns relegated to express 
its program for voting in conjunction with the singing of 
Isaac Hayes. Brother Isaac Hayes is a fine. Black enter¬ 
tainer, bid Chairman Bobby Seale neitker sings nor 
dances. As a matter of fact, when Chairman Bobby Seale 
and myself wdtked the streets of Oakland, Califomia, 
back in 1966, armed against the aggressors, we were 
alone t and Isaac Hayes hadn f t sitng a note of “Let*$ 
Stay Together*'. 

The point zs that when our Chairman, representing 
our entire Party membership; representing our beloved 
Comrades who have given their lives to bring about 
unity and complete liberation of Black people, George 
Jackson and Bunchy Carter and Jon Huggins and L*it 
Bobby Hutton, and too many more; representing the 
Comrades in the Black Panther Party uj/2o # ue suffered 

in the various prisons and jails for their political beliefs 
and actions, Brothers David Hilliard, Chief of Staff of 
the Black Panther Party, and Romaine Fitzgerald and 
Johnny Spain, all of them; representing 20 Survival Pro¬ 
grams which have provided the food, clothing, shoes, 
mediaal care, legal aid, education, etc., to thousands of 
Black and poor people, when the Chairman of the Black 
Panther Party, of the Vanguard Party, came to offer our 
suggestions and comments, to join and unite with the other 
delegates, he should not have had to speak over band music 
in a near-by room or be a part of the program that had 
been set aside for entertainment. We criticize the leaders 
of the Convention for this action . 

Fïnalty, there is the agenda, the National Black Political 
Agenda. In total, it is a positive agenda, expressing a desire 
for Black people to gain political and economie power. It 
deserves our appreciation and our ejfort to imptement 
its overwhelmingly positive aspects * U is becatise the 
Black Panther Party supports the actïvity of Black and 
poor and oppressed people to move progressively toward 
our liberation that we print the National Black Political 
Agenda here, at this time, to offer it to the masses oj 
our people, who are the only tme voices that can approve 
such an agenda. It has long been our belief that action is 
the vanguard, We know, therefore, that only wüh the 
knowledge and will of the masses of our people can such 
an agenda be truly adopted, for it is only through the 
will, desire and power of the people that the action will 
occur. 

We offer our entire newspaper to the printing of this 
agenda, for those tvho will, to read, to study, to accept, 
to reject. We know that anly the wisdom of the masses 
of our people will decipher every word, and decide what 
is in our best interests, The National Black Political 
Agenda speaks of bringing about fundamental change, 
and the Black Panther Party agrees that only a basic 
change in, transformation of the existing order will 
deliver Black people, all oppressed people oid of oppression. 
In the last analysis, we betieve that this change will come 
when the contradiction between Black people, all oppressed 
people and our oppressors is ultimately resolved, which 
we believe will be through violent conflict. It is with 
these ideas in mind that we offer this Agenda for the masses 
of Black people, for, as we have stated before, . . when 
(the people} are ready to piek up the gun, serious business 
will happen. 1 * 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE 

Huey P, Newton 

Servant of the People 

Cent ra l Com mitte e 

Black Panther Party 

* 4 • i ^ * - * , * 
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ff It has long been the Black Panther Party’s belief that 
action is the vanguard * We know f therefore t that only with 
the knowledge and will of the masses of our people can 
such an agenda be truly adopted , for it is only through the 
will, desire and potoer of the people that the action wilt 
occurS' 


NATIONAL BLACK POLITICAL AGENDA 

Introducrion 

The Black Agenda is addressed primarily to Black 
people in America, lt is our attempt to define some of 
the essential changes which must take place in this 
land as we and our chüdren move to self-determination 
and true independence. lt assumes that no truly basic 
change for our benefit cakes place in Black or white 
America unless we Black people organize to initiate 
that change. It assumes that we must have some essential 
agreement on overall goals, even though we may differ 
on many specific strategies. Therefore, this is our initial 
statement of goals and directions, our first definition 
of some crucial issues around which Black people must 
organize and move in 1972 and beyond. Anyone who 
claims to be serious about the survival and liberation 
of Black people must be serious about the implementation 
of the Black Agenda. 


What Time Is lt? 

We come to Gary in an hour of great crisis and tre- 
mendous promise for Black America. While the white 
nation hovers on the brink of chaos, while its politicians 
offer no hope of real change, we stand on the edge of 
history and are faced with an amazing and frightening 
choice: We may ehoose in 1972 to slip back into the 

decadent white politics of American life, or we may press 
forward, moving relentlessïy from Gary to the creaiion 
of our own Black life. The choice is large, hut the time 

is very short. 


Let there be no mistaks, We come to Gary in a time of 
unrelieved crisis for our people. From every rural 
community in Alabama to the high-rise compounds of 
Chicago, we bring to this Convention the agonies of the 
masses of our people, From the sprawling Black cities 
of Watts and Nairobi in the West to the decay of liarlem 
and Roxbury in the East, the testimony we bear is the 
same, We are wimesses to social disaster. 

Our cities are crime-haunteddyinggrounds. Hugesectors 
of our youth'-- and countless others -- face permanent 
unemployment. Those of us who work find our paychecks 
able to purchase less and lcss. Neither the courts nor 
the prisons contribute to anything resembüng justice or 
reformation, The schools are unable -- or unwilling -- 
to educate our chüdren for the real world of our struggles. 
Meanwhile, the officially approved epidemie of drugs 
threatens to wlpe out the minds and strength of our best 
young warrtors. 

Economie, cultural, and spiritual depression stalk Black 
America, and the price for survival often appears to be 
more than we are able to pay. On every side, in every 
area of our lives, rne American mstitutions in which we 
have plaeed our trust are unable to cope with the crises 
they have created by their single-minded dedication to 
profits for some and white supremacy above all. 

Beyond These Shores 

And beyond these shores there is more of the same. 
For while we are pressed down under all the dying weight 
of a bloated, mwardly decaying white civilization, many 
of our brothers in Africa and the rest of the Thlrd World 
have fallen prey to the same powers of exploitation and 
deceit. Wherever America faces the unorganized, political ly 
powerless forces of the non-white world, its goal is 
domination by any means necessary — as if to hide from 
itself the crumbling of its own Systems of life and work, 

But Americans cannot hide. They can run to China and 

the moon and to the edges of consciousness, but they 
cannot hide, The crises we face as Black people are the 
crises of the entire society, They go deep, to the very 
bones and marrow, to the essential nature of America's 
economie, politieel, and culmral systems. They are che 
natural end-product of a society' built on the twin foun¬ 
dations of white racism and white capita! ism, 

So, let it be clear to us now; The desperation of our 
people, the agonies of our cities, the desolation of our 
country side, the pollution of the air and the water -- 
these things w r ill not be signlflcantly affected by new faces 
in the old places in Washington, D.C* This is the truth 
we must face here in Gary if we are to join our people 
everywhere in the movemem forward toward liberation. 

White Realities, Black Choice 

A Black political convention, indeed all truly Black 
politics must begin from this truth: l*he American 

System does not work for the masses of our people, and 
it cannot be made to work without radical fundament al 
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change, (Irideed, this System does not really work in 
favor of the humanity of anyone in America») 

In light of such realities, we come to Gary and are 
confronted with a choice, Will we believe the truth that 
history presses into our face -- or will we» too, try to 
hide? Will the smali favors some of us have received 
blind us to the targer sufferings of our people, or open 
our eyes to the testimony of our history in America? 

For more than a century we have followed the path of 
political dependence on white men and their systems, 
From the Liberty Party in the decades before the Cl vil 
war to the Republican Party of Abraham Lincoln, we 
trusted in white men and white politics as our deliverers, 

Sixty years ago r W,E.B* DuBois said he would give the 
Democrats their “last chance” to prove their sincere 
commitment to equality for Black people -- and he was 
gïven white riots and official segregation in peace and 
in war. 

Nevertheless, some twenty years later we becarne 
Democrats in the name of Franklin Roosevelt» then sup¬ 
portert his successor Harry Truman, and even tried a 
4 ‘non-partijen' 1 Republican General of the Army named 
Eisenhower. We were wooed like many other s by the 
superficial liberalism of John F t Kennedy and the make- 
believe populism of Lyndon Johnson, Let there be no 
more of that. 


Both Parties Have Betrayed Us 


Here at Gary, let us never forget that while the times 
and the nam es and the parties have continually changed, 
one truth has faced us insistently» never changlng: Both 
parties have betrayed uswhenevertheir interests conflicted 
with ours (which was most of the time)» and whenever our 
forces were unorganïzed and dependent, quiescent and 
compliam* Nor should this be surprising, for by now we 
must know that the American political system, like all 
other white institutions in America, was designed to 
operate for the benefit of the white race: It was never 
meant to do anything else. 


That is the truth that we must face at Gary. If white 
“liberalism” could have solved our problems, then Lincoln 
and Roosevelt and Kennedy would have done so, But they 
did not solve ours nor the restof the nation's. ïf America's 
problems could have been solved by forcefuï, polirically 
skilled and aggressivc individuals, then Lyndon Johnson 
would have retained the presidency. If the true “Amer¬ 
ican Way" of unbridled monopoly capitalism, combined 
with a ruthless military imperïalism could do it, then 
Nixon would not be running around the world, or making 
speeches comparing his nation's decadence to that of 
Greece and Rome. 


Lf we have never faced it before, let us face lt at Gary: 
The profound crisis of Black people and the disaster of 
America are not simply caused by men nor will they 
be solved by men alone. These crises are the crises 
of basically flawed economics and politics, and of cul- 
tural degradation. None of the Democratie candidates 
and none of the Republican candidates - regardless of 
their vague promisea to us or to their white constitu- 
encies — can solve our problems or the problems of 
this country without radically changing the Systems by 
which it operates. 


The Politics of Social Traneformatton 

c to Gary confronted with a choice. But it 

i S ° r the old convention question of which candidate 
1S not \ v . rr the pointless question of who is to 
shaU we HuPfx • 1 j unSQ |vageable sysiem. No. 

pres.de over a teW* f [he real t tles of the Black 
if we come to uuiy UUL 
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fi So P let it be clear to us now . The desperation of our 
people, the agonies of our cities these things will 
not be significantly affected by new /aces in the o ld 
places in Washington, D r C.“ 


communities of this lan^j then the only real choice for 
us is whether or not we will live by the truth we know, 
whether we will move to organize independently, move 
to struggle for fundamental transformation, for thecreation 
of new direct ions, towards a concern for the life and the 
meaning of Man. Social transformation or social destruc - 
tion, those are our only real choices. 

If we have come to Gary onbehalf of our people in Amer¬ 
ica, in the rest of this hemisphere, and tn the Homeland 
if we have come for our own best ambittons — then a new 
Black Politics must come to birth. If we are seri- 
ous, the Black Politics of Gary must accept major respon- 
sibility for creatlng both the atmoaphere and the program 
for fundamental, far-ranging change In America. Such re- 
sponsibility is ours because it is our people who are most 
deeply hurt and ravaged by the present Systems of society. 
That responsibility for leading the change is ours because we 
live in a society where few other men realiy believe in 
the re spons i bil ity of a truly humane society for anyone 
any where. 

We Are The Vanguard 

The challenge is thrown to us here in Gary. It is the 
challenge to consolidate and organize our own Black role 
as the vanguard in the struggle for a new society. To 
accept that challenge is to move to independent Black 
politics, There can be no equivocation on that issue, 
History leaves us no other choice. White politics has 
not and cannot bring the changes we need. 

We come to Gary and are faced wirh a challenge. 
The challenge is to transform ourselves from favor- 
seeking yassals and loud-talking, “militant” pawns, and 
to take up the role that the unorganïzed masses of our 
people have attempted to play ever since we came to 
these shores: That of harbingers of true justice and 
humanity, leaders in the struggle for liberatïon. 


A major part of the challenge we must accept is that 
of redefining the functions and operations of all levels oï 
American government, for the existing governing struc- 
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tures -- frorn Washington to the gm alles t county -- are 
obsolescent. That is part of the reason why nothing works 
and why corruptton rages throughout public life. For white 
politics seeks not to serve but to dominate and manipuiate. 

We will have joined the true movement of history if at 
Gary we grasp the opportunity to press Man forward as 
the first consideration of politics. Here at Gary we are 
falthful to the best hopes of our fathers and our people 
if we move for nothing less than a politics which places 
community before indÜviduaUsm, love beforesexual exploi- 
tation, a living environment bef ore prof its, peace before war, 
justice before unjust ''order", and morality before expedi- 
ency, 

This is the society we need, but we delude ourselves 
here at Gary if we think that change can beachieved without 
organizing the power, the determined national Black power, 
which is necessary to insist upon such change, to create 
such change, to seize change. 

Towards A Black Agenda 

So when we turn to a Black Agenda for the seventies, 
we move in the truth of history, in the realicy of the moment. 
We move recognizing that no one else isgovng to represent 
our interests but ourselves. The society we seek cannot 
come unless Black people organize to advance its coming, 
We lift up a Black Agenda recognizirtg that white America 
moves towards the abyss created by lts own racist arro- 
gance, misplaced priorities, rampant materialism, and 
ethica! bankruptcy. Therefore, we are certain that the 
Agenda we now press for in Gary is not only lor the future 
of Black humanity, but is probably the only way the rest 
of America can save itself from the harvestof its crüninal 
past. 

So, Brothers and Sisters of our developing Black nation, 
we now stand at Gary as a people whose time has come, 
From every corner of Black America, from all liberation 
movements of the Third World, from the graves of out 
fathers and the coming world of our children, we aio 
faced with a challenge and a call: Fhough the moment 
is perilous we must not despair. We must seize the time, 
for the time is ours, 

We begin here and now in Gary. We begin with an inde¬ 
pendent Black politica! movement, an independent Black 
Policïcal Agenda, an independent Black spirit. Nothing 
less will do. We must build for our people, We must 
build for our world. We stand on the edge of history. 

We cannot turn hack. 

BLACK AGENDA FOR ACTION 

POLITICAL EMPOWERMENT 

The Problem and the Choice 

Hie bf>ndage of Black people in America has been 
sanctioned and perpetuated by the American political 
system for the American politica! system is one of 
(Mitltó dedbnU'd to.rhe' preservnfign oi white power. 
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" The society we seek cannot come unless Black people 
organize to advance its coming,” 


lt was white politics that enslaved Black people and 
disfranchised ihem without a second thought, 

ït was white politics that eniisted Black men into the 
Union Army in the Civü War and then cruelly betrayed 
them when the white Republic was restored. 

It was white politics that condoned the lynchlngs of 
Blacks and the criminal theft of their land. 

lt was white politics that marauded Mexico and plundered 
the Philippines, raped Lat in America and sought greedily 
to possess Africa and subject Asia to its will, Ii is white 
politics that daily exposes itself as a politics of bribery, 
corruptlon, special privilege and moral dishonor. And 
it is white politics that now has brought America to 
being sneered at and despised by the majority of the 
world's peoples. 

White politics is the politics of racism. It cannot be 
made to work on behalf of the asptrattons and ideals of 
humane justice; it can only be a politics of racism, lt 
cannot deliver Blacks from the clutches of Babylon, 

At this moment in history then, Black people must 
decide whose side they are on. Are thcy for or against 
this system? I’his is the question of our future and of 
America's which Blacks must honestly face with all its 
implications and with all its meantngs. 


The Direction 

I he plight of Black people is the resulc oi the wovkings 
:if the American system. Om political agenda then must 
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transcend thls system; it must speak boldly and without 
reservation to the problems of Black people in the ’10*s. 

The Black politics we meed goes far heyond electoral 
politics and far beyond 1972, WE NEED A PERMANENT 
POLITIC AL MOVEMENT THAI’ ADDRES5ES ITSELF TO 
THE BASIC CONTROL AND RESHAJMNG OF AMERICAN 
INSTITUTIQNS THAT CURRENTLY EXPLÜIT BLACK 
AMERICA AND THREATEN THE WHOLE SOCIETY, The 
unifying objective of this politica! movernent must be the 
empowerment of the Black community, not simply lts 
representatives, It must offer basic akernatives to all 
the existing American political, economie and cultural 
Systems, 

The Gary Convention must establish a national research 
arm to provide the on-going structure with the capactty 
to develop Information, positions and data necessary for 
achteving the politica!, economie and social changes 
necessary for Black empowerment. 

The Gary Convention must pledge itself to organize 
and mobüize sucli a community-based movernent direc- 
ted towards amassing the needed resources and power 
to achieve full Black empowerment. 

We must have: 


TUE UL.ACK PANTl-rSBp S^TUROAÏ, APfUL 29, \'S?2 t 'iOi. 
for state and local governments, 

2, Proportionate Black empJoyment and policy 
control at every level of federal, state and local 
government including the judiclal system, 

3, A Black commission, created by the continuing 
structure of the Gary Convention, to study reap- 
portionmem and redistricting and to develop and 
implement strategies for striking down geriyman- 
dering by whites designed to destroy Black politic al 
power, 

4, Community control over the police, schools and 
och er instltutions that affect the lives of Black 

people, and the establishment of residence require- 

ments for officials and employees of the satne. 

5, A BÜ1 of Rights for all Black people caught in 
inequities of America’s “criminal justice M system, 
guarantee of trial by a jury of peers, right of 
lqwyer of choice to be paid for by the state, 
extension of federal wage laws to cover prisoners, 
establishment of prisoners f unions, the right to 
a speedy trial, the right to batl procedures, full 
buman rights while in jaü and prisons, fuürestora- 
tion of all rights upon release from incarceration, 
The release of all politica! prisoners, including 
draft resisters. 


1, Black Congressional represencation in proportion 
to our presence in tne national population, We 
are ar least 15 per cent of the populatiom Through 
Constitutional amendment -- or any other means 
necessary — we ought to have a minimum of 
6b Representatives and 15 Senators; and untü 
such time as the House and Senate represont 
Black people fairly, out due seats are to be 
filled by persons elected at-large by the national 
Black community. The same principle shall obtain 


6. The eliminacion of capita! punishmeni for any and 
all crimes and the remanding of Blacksconvicted 
of criminal offenses to penal rehabilitation centers 
housed in or near the Black community. The 
establishment of local community control over 
ctxirts and prisons. 

7, The termination of political surveillance of Black 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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people by the FBI, the CIA and the Department of 
Defense and the shifting of their attentlon to ending 
organized crime and the drug traffic in the United 
States. If the FBI is unable to make effeccual 
in-roads on the drug traffic in the next two (2) 
years it should be phased out of existence as an 
irrelevant and worthless tax Ilabüity* 

8. The termination by the U.S. government of foreign 
trade and financial assistance to those countries 
which supply and process raw materials ultimately 
used in the U.S, drug traffic, A maximum sen- 
tence of life imprisonment for drug pushers in 
the Black community. 

9. The initiation by the continuing structure of the 
National Black Political Convention of a national 
voter education and registration drive among Black 
veters* 

10* Two-way Black political accountability in which 
the Black community gives financial support to 
Black candidates and they, in turn, wben elected, 
falthfully represent the Black community, 

! L The right to have cities with Black majorities 
whose popuiation exceeds the popuiation of the 
smallest state in the Union hold plebiscites co 
determine whether or not they want to assume 
the status of a state. 

12, Political guarantees Chat regional and metropolitan 
governmental arrangements do not disenfranchise 
or deny majority Black cities and Blacks in other 
jurisdictions the right of self-government, seli- 
determmation and control of their communities 
and of federal and state resources provided within 
metropolitan are as, 

The Responsibility 

We advance these programmatic ideas with no real 
notion that white politics can endorse their direction, 
That is up to lis, These ideas and the many thousands 
more that will arise from the specific conditions of our 
people are the evolving power, hope, and future of the 
Black poiitical agenda, For them to beeome real, we 
must organize to demand them, not as temporary protest 
or pressure group faction, but as a new political force 
in American life whose time bas come, 

ECONOMIE EMPOWERMENT 

The economie impoverishment of the Black community 
in America is ciearly traceable to the historie enslave- 
ment of our people and to the racist discriminatlon to 
which we have been subjected since "emancipation * 
Indeed, much of the unprecedented economie wealth and 
power of American capiialism lias obviously been built 
upoti this exploiiation of Black people, 

Therefore, an incalculable social indebiedness has been 
generaled, a debt wheh is o wed to Black people by the 
general American society, So, while the moml horren s 
of slavery and the hu man indignities vislted upon our 


CITY CAI 


**The economie impoverishment of the Black community in 
America is ciearly traceable to the historie enslavement 
of our people and to the racist discrimination to which we 
have been subjected since *emancipQtion r , ,w 


people by racial discrimination can never really be com- 
pensated for --we must not rest until American society 
has recogmzed our valid, historie right to reparations, to 
a masyive claim on the financial assets of the American 
economy. At the same time, it is necessary that Black 
people realize that full economie development foruscannot 
take place without radical transformationof the economie 
system which has so ciearly exploitedus these many years. 

It is against the background of such realiries that we 
move to a Black Agenda for Economie Empowerment, 

1. Ree om mendat ion; 


I bat there be established a nationaï Black com- 
mission (chosen by the Black Convention or its 
successor body) to determine a procedure for 
calculating a reparations Schedule in terms of 
land, Capital and cash, and to explore the ways in 
which the Black community pref er s to have this 
payment implemented, 

Pending the completion of the report of this Gom¬ 
miss ion on Reparations, a continuing efforc must 
be waged to empower the Black communie in ways 
which will enable us to protect ourselves and to 
make our maximum contribution to the human 
family. 

2, Reco m m en dat ion: 

1 hat an independent, non-profit, publicly -fundeu 
National Black Development Agency be established 


CONTINUFDON NEXT F AG F 
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i'he e exl 9 tW k WP önd COntro1 - replacing 

^ Small Business Administration -- for 

rnnfrnfP 030 °[ f f 3iUtatitl S Business ownership and 
o over the full range of business and service 
encerprises now serving the Black community* 
llns is to include but not be limited to public 
transportation, Communications, health, housing, 
aay care, educationai, commercial and ftnancial 
mstitutions, Further, thac local Community Devel- 
opment Gorporations as now chartered by the 
implem enting agency should be abolished and the 
new effort should be supported with multi-year 
funding and an initiai budget of $5 billion for each 
of the ftve years commencing in 1973. 

3. Recommendation: 
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9. Recommendation: 

I hat the government guarantee a minimum annual 
income of $6,500 for a family of four, TTils will 
be implemented by raisïng the minimum wage to 
$3,13 per hour and $2,50 per hour for persons under 
1B years of age, combined with a guaranteed 
suitable job for every employable worker. Those 
unable to Work will receive this sum as an income 
allotment. Wtthin three years the support level and 
minimum wage will be raised to provide every 
American family of four with an income not less 
than that defined as the Lower Standard Budget at 

that time (currently $7,200), 

10, Recommendation: 


Fhe creating of a new Homestead Act, to make 
use of the billions of dollars worth of land now 
owned by the Federal Government* This property 
must not move into hands of private for-profit 
developers when there is such drastic need for 
human housing and land use where Black people 
live, Further, the Federal Government shall use 
ite power of eminent domain to accpiire land for 
Black people, 

4, Recommendation: 

That pension funds holding sizeable Black assets 
be required to place a reasonable percentage of 
Black persons in positions which exercise control 
over the use of these assets, or alternativeiy to 
place a reasonable percentage of their assets under 
the direct control of Black persons exciusively* 
A reasonable proportion of the total deposits must 
be malntained in Black banks* 

5, Recommendation: 

That private foundations (exceeding 5500,000 in 
assets) shall be obligated by law to disburse at 

least 10 per cent of their assets annually, with 
no less than half directed to the Black community, 

6, Recommendation: 

That a Black United Fund be established with 
regionai and representative Black leadership, All 
Black persons will be solicited to contribute 
toward this fund in proportion to their annual 
income, with the proceeds to be used for Black 
charitable and development purposes. 


7, Recommendation: 

That Black consumers be encouraged to spend as 
much of their purchasing power as possible in 
Black-owned and bperated stores, and to avoid 
firms having a negative impact on the Black 
community. 


8, Recommendation: 

That where racial discrimination exists In labor 
unions, Black parallel unions be formed and auto- 
matically afforded the same privileges as those 
enjoyed by the discriminatory unions. 

There shall be a rigidly enforced federal require- 
ment that Black employees as a proportion o e 
total on all federally supported construcuon project. 
£ * ual to their ratio to the total populaikm m the 
local government jurlsdïction. 


Hiat the defense and space budgets be curtailed by 
a minimum of fifty per cent and savings transferred 
to programs of social, education, economie and 
politieal development* 

11, Recommendation: 

That fares on mass transit systems so vital to 
Blacks in reaching jobs, where they are avail- 
able, be lowered to token levels, or subsidized 
to permit free public transportation. 



, While the moral horrors of slavery and the human 


indignities visited upon out people by racial discrimination 
can never really be compensated for - we must not rest 
untit American society lias recognïsed our xmlid f historie 
rigkt to réparations , . 

12* Recommendation: 

That the enormous welfare programs given to 
big agriculture and big business be selectively 
reduced by roughly the same order of magnitude 
(50 per cent). 

13, Recommendation: 

That loopholes in the federal tas law be closed 
and its provisions thoroughly reformed so as to 
render the overall tax structure favorable to the 
Black communitydevelopment, abolishing tax 
obligations for those whose gross income falls 
below $4,500 plus $750 perchlldorother dependem, 

CONTÏNUEQON NEXT RAGE 
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ALL BLACK PEOPLE GOT TOSEIZE THE TIME FOR UNITY ! 

THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY WILL DECIDE THE RESULTS OF THE GARY, INDIANA NATIONAL BLACK POLITICAL CONVENTION. 
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and snsurLpg. tb & ai] ctose wïwse tncome eiteeeds 
525,000 per year must hoar swme part óf che 
federal tax buixVn, 

14. RjecónimtfftLjatliOn: 


TT-nt rh^ estateiaifKliglft ca*, be Increased to maximum 
rare of 90 per ccm, ending forever the Lur^r - gj^ïv - 
'.-raiLofuiL perpchiat Ion of the ownershlp nftjme.jmcd 
'#*iSïi.“ fortuuos. Taxpayers ah al 2 te allbvretï g fu]l 
E r ederal Income Tax credit fer Inhcdcance and 
gift tases pald to the aiaï*. 

15. fleeornmendatiom 
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locaJ fundn. 

3 6. ftecomrnirmtat km: 

Thai rxpandcd and-trust legi.sjuion be enacted and 
rftnllvfly Oilorced, wlch piwlsfcm made for trans- 
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PsniCis to- E]acts .ind oiher mlnority groopti. 

1 ~ r Jïecom mendattori: 
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^oci-ii, culrural and ediicnsiona] deve]ypmcnt, We have 
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|R to leflii (t .1 lbeerej.[j yn üi' eicïv tevele of Black humninitTi', 
we itiasi break thofconda uf y Ur coLcwd KaïSon, wc munt craate 


and dlrwt new Inatltulioita, and we must wresi control of 
SOfne esistiny: InscUntions trom th^ handsof w3iito America. 
Vfe must doflne the bumon devrlopment we n^ri, aad 
must move (O ercatfl the necesaary conditiuni for trs 
rcaLiiratkiEU 

With autrh goals in mind, put foïward theste d«mntB 
of ah Agenda for Black Kitmnn LWelopment. racoghlams 
rhe centralïty of the Black Family r® all Jis|>eci 5 of our 
gro-wth 


L, 1 ’ a ta.hl lahment of h Na tional CommtS-SLon/ E‘ o.tnJatlon 
foc BL&ck Bducailon, tur-ied from public andprCwate 
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to work tciward the creaclon of a «atlonaJ Phllo»- 
phy of Bluck Educarlon. growing o*ut of "he esrpet- 
ience of the Black Family. 


Es ra bli.se, ment «f Ere* academie and technicol 


cent rolled hlgkc? and pre- oollege ediKars-KL {pub¬ 
lic and nun-public) at a l^vet of at least 20*;-,'? 
eeat of the annual oKpendLtures ui dn is artj, Fjiri- 
io be granted to Black college students based : n 
the per capita Incomc of the studente anü/or rhetr 
l-unilir-s, 

3. Ral aW lahinenï iaf mecatuiisma to prevent ""mergers" 
or takeoverB of predominantlv Black mstt&i:, >ns 
of hlgher leamtng wliirh resulc in tft# dlaplaCe- 
mervt of Black educ acnrs and the culturaL. i^Jyca- 
tlonal and idenrlry genocide agaLnst BLart -tUiienti. 
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proTfteilon of BL.tck high scboyl «ui element ary 
schóól stuócms, 

4. FutaMlM hma ii of a gyaiem of Ssttoaal Hcildr " 
InsortijfCr lor all etitzenii (rom btrth untd death, 
with freu medical care tor all familie* wüh 
iiicomes óE less tblrt lO,tlOÜ dollars,, 
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5. The dtil izatloii of Fourteenth Anie- 

lees of ati ■“equil edbCKlónAl i^wrtunlty J " tor 
eacb chlld, regaodtess ot his her ttcr, tutlooal 
orlgin or cconotr.jc clrcuimiiuien lh provtdlpg 
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AU BLACK PEOPLi GOT TO 
SEIZE THE TIME FOR UNITY! 

THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY WILL DECIDE THE RESÜLTS OF THE 6ARY, INDIANA NATIONAL 

BLACK POLITICAL CONVENTIDN. 


CONTLNUED F ROM LAST PAGE 
quality education. 

6. Establishment of commumty-oriented programs 

and policies supportive of Black parents who 
take the responsibüity for the development of a 
strong Black identity and the uriderstandmg of 
the Black struggle prior to enrolling their chiL 
dren in school* 

7, A minimum increase of 100 per cent in Social 
Security benefits for all persons with the avail- 
ability of full benefits at age 50. 

8* The establishment of a national network of com- 
munity health centers to deal with the problems 
of the delivery of health care services to Black 
communities, Funding and training of a cadre of 
"Street medics" in order to deal with emer gene les 
and the shortage of health personnel in Black 
communities* 

9* The development of mechanisme for Black control 
of the schools where Black chilüren are educated, 
moving beyond the sterile issue of "bussing ,s to 


the basic issue of the redistribution of educadonal 
wealth and controL 

10* The creation of comprchenstve, Black-controlled 
publicly-funded 24-hour day care centers with 
provisions for nutritlonal services, famiïy con- 
sultation, diagnostic and treatment programs and 
facilities for Creative piay* 

11, Adjusting of eligibilitv standards for social sec urtty 
pension and retirement tunds tor ttiacks so Chat they 
are based on the life expectancy of Blacks, rather 
than that of whites. 

12 t The development of educadonal programs for Black 
youth in prisons and other correctional institutions 
that are meaningful both to them and to the Black 
communities to which they must return* 


13 . 


Establishment of drug Information programs geared 
toward Black youth and controlled by the Black 
community* 


m 


14* Establishment of job development programs for 
Black youth with meaningful employment in the 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 


Let this be his epitaph. 


r- 

Jk -r -'J 

jfU 


\ j 


Jackson 


v 


iB RANDOM HOUSE 


JJ.95, now Ml lfour 


(a ut hor of So fedaó Br other) 


*r k 




This angry, passionate, eloquent book—which takes up where Soledad Brother left 
off—was completed only days bef ore George Jackson was shot to death at San Quentïn | 
prison during an alleged escape attempl last August. 

George Jackson spent the last elcven ycars of his life behind prison wal Is, scven of 
them in sohtarv confincment. During that time he devdopcd a radical world view, a 
deep understanding of politics and history in relation to social change, as well as a rc- 
mark abt e voicc as a writer. Blood in My Eye speaks out to the poor, the black, the 
jailed, the diseitfranchïsed throughout the world. Bom of a spirit that refused to hc 
crushed, yet filled with a prophetic sense of his own impending doom, this powerful 
book from prison presents George Jackson's buming vision of the world that eould 
be—a world reshaped by "total revolutionary war.” 

George Jackson Hved and died for the revolution, Blood in tfv /■ ve expïains why. 





















"in every phase of our history in America , the Human 
Development of the Black community kas been seriously 
impeded because , . . u?e did no£ control the instruments 
and ïnstitutions for our sociat * cultural and educatïonal 
development,” 
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rights that must be respected by the dominant society. 

Causes; 

Ihe human condition" of Blacks exlsting in rural 
Ametica ia a product of racism and aggravated by eco¬ 
nomie dependency. Oie absence of sovereignty and a 
land base also coruributcs substantially to our condltion 
of powerlessness* and power lessness leacls to serieus 
dlsparities in the allocation of capita! resources* services, 
and social overhead investments to Black communities. 

Wliile much of what constitutes our condition is clearly 
the work, design, and capriciousness of our oppressors, 
we must not totally remove ourselves from falame* Far toe 
often we choose to support economically white enterprises, 
ideas* plans and programs which are detrimental to our 
own self-interest as a peopie, It is therefore tncumbent 
upon us to organize and mobllize to develop and support 
our own enterprises. Nothing less than our total rcsolve, 
resources, and energy is required to save and rebuild our 
Black communities. 

Recoramendations: 

The following represent short- and long-range pro¬ 
grammatic recommendations addressed tosome of the most 
vexing problems confronting Blacks in rural areas. 


CONTINÜBD FROM LAST PAGE 

community all year round, nol just during the 
"hot summer**. 


15. Establishment of support mechanisme for a National 
Black Youth Politic al Lobby * a Political and Social 
Research Information Clearinghouse, andanüppor- 
tunity Clearinghouse for apprising Black youth of 
edueational* economie and other opportunities open 
to them. 


1. A national pollcy and program of land reform must 
be instituted for Blacks, provicling tracts of sufficiënt size 
to be economically viable* Blacks when selling land shouid 
first offer it to other Blacks to help decrease the volume 
of land loss. Set up a structural body manned by Blacks to 
provide guidance concerning the selling of one’s land. 

2, The reorganization of the U.S. Department of Agricul* 
ture with a reorieneation to sol ving problems confronting 
small- and medium-size farms and cooperatives. 


RURAL DEVEEOPMENÏ 

Rural Blacks have historically been subjected to theiash 
of Southern oppression and terror. We live under a political 
and economie system which limits rights of political and 
economie participation, and circumscribes our capaciry 
for growth and development, Governmental policy and prac- 
tice has historically sought to repress our self-deter- 
mination, manage and controleur rateofprogress, and often 
deny our very existences* Gur material environment is 
characterized hy the worst the American social system has 
to offer. 


3, Adoption and implementation of a National System of 

Health Insurance for all citizens, providing tree and 
adequate medical care. A redress must be given for 
those not receiving adequate care* 

4* The allocation of sufficiënt funds for the training 
of adequate numbers of Black medical and para-medical 
personnel to expand health dellvery systems controlled 
by Black peopie in their communities. 

5. A sound, safe, and sanitary home must be provided 
every rural famÜy on the basis of need rather than ability 
to pay, whether they are tenants, reuters* or home owners. 


Our housing is poor and structurally unsound and we 
control none of the housing product ion process. We are 
mainlv tenants rather than owners. Even the land we toiled 



The rather recent technological revolution in agriculture 
has been particularly vexing for Black agricultut al labor, 
This labor* long a valued commodity, has been rendered 
virtuaïly useless* Whenother jobs areavailable foi Blacks* 
they are generally low-waged, debasing, and short-Iived, 
Many of us are without any income at uil. 


Faced wirli these conditions, we are left with few real 
(tiona. Millions have fled in a forcecl exodus from the 
iral South, seeking refu R e in Northern cmes. Others, 
rhaps a qunrter of the nation's Black population !? a ^ 
mained to eke out a living as a hmdles.s class 


6. A Tennessee Valley Authority-type vehicle shouid 
be establïshed to function as a planning* coordinating, and 

management structure for a rural industrial development 
program in the Black Belt. This institution shouid be 
publicly funrïed* Black-controlled and emphasize coopera- 
tive-type ventures. 

7. Froportional representation in all rural governmental 
and quasi-governmental institutions at every level. 

8* Encour agenten t and expansion of linkages bet ween 
Blacks in rural and urban areas in the conduct of their 
common struggle, In this regard, a vertically integrated 
food processing and distribution netwerk with an education 
and land bank component shouid be developed* 

9, Financial and political support for the furcher devel¬ 
opment by Blacks of new communities in rural areas. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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AU BLACK PEOPIE GOT TO 
SEEZE THE TIME FOR UNITY! 


THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY WILL DECIDE THE RESULTS OF THE GARY, INDIANA NATIONAL 

BLACK POLiTICAL CONVEHTION. 



*‘Tke 'hitman condition* of Blacks exisiing in rural America 
ïs a product of racism and aggravated by economie depen - 
dencyj* 
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10* Adoption and implementation of a national program 
of financial support and vocational trainingfor those Blacks 
who are/were displaced by rural technology, 

II* Establishment of Land Banks toass ure continu al Black 
ownership and control of land to be used for cooperative 
erop product ion, soü fertilization research and anim al hus- 
bandry. 

12* Creation by the continuing structure of a Council 
on Rural Development to lend technical assistance to Black 
farm owners, to create cooperative marketing ventures* 
to develop waya of creating food processing plants in the 

South, to conduct research into modern farming methods, 
and to plan a national design for rural development, 

13. Encouragement of young Blacks through schol ar ships, 
fellowBhips and other aids to pursue career training in 
food technology, parasitology, bio-medical research, and 
agricultural management to pro vide the technici ans for the 
Council on Rural Development. 

14, Mounting of a major organizational effort to develop 
cooperative farms across the country in conjunction with 
Black groups and organizations functioning in rural areas. 


FOREIGN POLICY AND BLACK PEOPLE 

The Probiem: 

Because the history and culture of Black people is 
fundamentally related to our African birchright, we are 


concemed about the movement of colonized African couti* 
tries from subjugation to independence and from neo- 
colonized States to fully independent ones. In the Southern 
African areas of Azania (South Africa), Zimbabwe (Rho- 
desia), Namibia (South West Africa), Angola* Mozambique 
and Guinea Bissau, African people are dominated, exploited 
and brutalized by Europeans, and particularlv the NATO 
power s, This situation maniiests itselt not only in Africa 
but also in Vietnam, the Middle East, the Caribbean and 
other places in the Third and Pan-African World* ït is 
world-wide military imperialism, 

The Causes: 

This situation of global white oppression arises because 
the European countries, supported by the United States, 
need to expand iheir control of sources of eheap labor 
and raw materials into Africa and the Third World in 
order to continue to reap prof lts* These white countries 
seek to protect their domination and exploitation by the 
establishment of treattes which provide for military bases 
and Communications facilities used to suppress Africa 
and Third World revoiutions and maintain the racist 
status quo. 

Therefore; Black people will no longer abdicate their 
international responsibilities but will support a foreign 
policy agenda destgned tor 

1. Eurther ihe progress of provisional governments 
and the revolutionary movements in Africa, especially 
in Azania, Namibia, Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe, and 
Guinea Bissau, and to assist other African countries in 
their movement toward rneaningful political independence. 

2. Promote African economie independence and help 
these countries achieve self-suffictency, thus ending their 
role as the suppliers of labor and raw materials for 
European and American capitalists, 

3. Affect the world-wide disintegration of the economie 
and political control and racist exploitation of African 
and Third World peoples by Europeans. 

In order to make such a policy operational we must: 

1. Support the African provisional governments and 
the revolutionary movements* including the utlllzation 
of Black resources and the adherence to the 1971 Organi- 
zation of African Unity positlon opposing dialogue with 
South Africa. 

2. Üemand that the United States in all theaters of 
international act ion, cease its complicity with European 
countries secking to policically or economie al ly control 
African and Third World peoples, 

3. Support the development of economie programs 
designed to restore the wealth of Africa, especially the 
Africanization of management and joint local participa- 
tion in foreign corporate tnvestments in Africa. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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-. * We are concemed about the movement of 
colonized African countries from subjugation to 
independence and from neo-cotonized States to 
fully independent ónesf* 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PR0TECT10H 

} critical impact of environmental pollutants -- 
noise, air, solid waste, sewage, rodents and pests, and 
lead poisoning -- on Black inner-city residents has not 
yet been fully recognized, So far, the major thrust of 
the ecoiogy movement has been directed toward environ- 
mental issues Chat do not adequately protect the Health 
and life of Black urban dwellers, 

The major consequence of the present policies andprac¬ 
tie es of industrial plants, slum lords, and governmental 
agcnci.es is that the powerful polluie, while the powerless 
suffei the atrocities of that pollution* For example, a 
ch LI cl living within 200 feet of a high frequeney traffic 
aren or a freeway could get lead poisoning by swallowing 
daüy less fhan one sixth of a gram of atmospheric par- 
ticulate fallout, an amount of soot and dirt ecjual to one- 
twenty-fourth of a teaspoonful. The residue from leaded 
gasoline as emitted by motor vehicles accounts for more 
than 90 per cent of the carbon monoxide found in citïes. 
Carbon monoxide blood poisoning can result from the 
continuous inhalation of such pollutants. 

City Street noise, which has been increasing at the 
raie of one decibel a year f often exceeds the minimal 
safety levels set for industrial workers. 

Inadequate and irregular solid waste disposal for ces 
inner city residents to frequently use pestteides to kill 
roaches, flies, and other pests. DDT, a basic element 
in most pesticides, is subsequently ingested by the House¬ 
hold occupants and remains in their tissues at levels 
which may eventually lead to death. 


CONTÏNÜEP FROM LAST PAGF 

4, Resist vigorously all attempts by the United States 
policy- makers or corporations to use the talen ts of Black 
people to perpetuate the exploitation and subjugation of 
Africa and the Third World. 

5. Support the Grganization of African Unity and a 
Pan-African philosophy with concrete programs of coope ra¬ 
don and development designed to stress the interdependence 
of African freedom with Black liberation in the United 
States. 

6* Demand that the United States government withdraw 
from Southern Africa and other African and Third World 
countries, communication facüitïes, military bases and 
material which contribute to the dehumanization or sub¬ 
jugation of those countries' ciiizens. 


7. Recognize the importance of the models provided by 
Tanzania and the Peoples Repüblic of China for funda- 
mental political and economie transformation of African 

and other Third World States. 

8. Support a policy of massive economie assistance to 
Africa the Caribbean and Black populations of Latin 
America and the development of Black technical assistance 
programs co cooperate with these countries. 

9 Support the complete self-determination of Puerto 
RicÓ and the Virgin Isiands and the elimination of overt 
and covert intervention by the United States mto the 
domestic affairs of the Caribbean countries. 


I Fm! the war in Vietnam and withdraw all foreign 
• from Mrican and Asian soil immediately; denounce 

withhold Black participation in wars which suppress 

olutionary struggles m the Hnrd Woi . 

■ rhat rieveloDS out of the NB PC 

■■ A , n Rl2fpóm a” Convent ion) should educate Blacks 

nonul Rlack I olii can affecting Africa; 

the community ... «W g t £ organizatlon of 

should seek c ^ lced as a Non -Governmental 

ican Unity, and ; accreü teu na 

canizatfon of the United Nanons, 


Food products with excessive Chemical additives are 
among the Standard items in the nutritionally limited low- 
income diets, 

The automobile is clearly the major producer of the air 
and noise pollution dumped on the inner city. As much 
as 60 per cent of these two types of automobile pollutants 
cöme from "outside" traffic. 

Rat bite fever, salmonellosis and murine typhus, rather 
common among the inhabitants of inner city areas, are 
indeed alien to residents of the suburban axeas, 

Principal Recommendation: 

The quasi-public Corporation under Black management 
and control should be set up and Capitaltzed with Environ- 
mentai Protection Agency funds and matched by the Black 
nation on a 99 to 1 basis (i.e É , for every $1 from the Black 
community, $99 would be provided by the government), 
The Corporation should: 

L Educate Black community residents on the causes 
and effects of pollution, 

2, Set community standards for air pollution, water 
effluent discharges, noise levels and other sources 
of pollution with a focus on the "special impact of 
all such pollutants separately and in combination 
with each other", 

3, Guarantee the authority, either independently or 
in conjunction with local governments, to ban all 
through traffic from inner city streets whenever 
air pollution levels approach dangerous heights, 

4, Provide technical training and public service 
employment in solid waste management, sanitatlon 
engineering, sanitatlon services, environmental 
health and air pollution control for the optimal 
number of Black community residents. Such a 
measure would foster their [imeiv emrv int o Fnvir- 
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ALL BLACK PEOPLE GOT TO 
SEIZE THE TIME FOR UNITY! 

THE ENTIHE COMMUNITY WIEL DECIDE THE RESULTS OF THE GARY, IHOIAHA NATIONAL 

BLACK POLITICAL CONVENTION. 
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onment Protection occupacions and tacilitate cheir 
employment in community controlled programs 
which improve the quaiity of life through environ¬ 
ment protection activities, 

5. Assist individuals who bring suit against corpora- 
tions and other entities that pollute. 


6 É Issue cease and desist orders enforced by the 
courts against major polluters. 



iA It is now recognized that the manifold adversities cur- 
rently found in most urban areas wiiï nol be alleviated 
until such time as environmental planning and community 
development activities are initiated and controlled by com¬ 
munity residents 

* 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING 
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


The issues relative to population density, urban housing 
and rapid transit should obviousiy bepartof any meanïngful 
diacusston regarding environmental planning and community 
development, 

In the core of the fifty-odd major American cities urban 
blighc, the prevailing circumsrance, is compounded by the 
concern mitant circumstance* extraordüiaxüy high popu¬ 
lation density, The negative yield from these circum- 
stances is abnormal incidence of such social diseases 
\s alcohol ism, tuberculosis, hypertension, narcotics addic- 
tion and mental illness, Moreover, the millions of sub- 
Standard housing units witliin the core of most of these 
ame citie.are inhabited primarily by low-income Blacks 
i r members of other minority groups, Substandardhousing 
lentes lts occupants the minimal requirements for Health 
ind human decency, lt is now recognfzed that the manifold 
adversities currently found in most urban areas will not 
be alleviated until such time as environmental planning 


and community development activities are initiated and 
controlled by community residents, 

The Federal Government has acquired through default a 
good many parcels of real estate in a number of urban 
areas, Instead of the usual auctioning off of these real 
estate proporties to private firms or developers for 
speculative ventures, such properties might be entrusted 
to a community controlled development bank empowered to 
use the properties in a manner which can most appropri- 
ately meet the needs and expectations of the community, 

Principal Recom mendat ion: 

That a Black controlled community development bank 
be established to facilitate the planning and building of 
a substantial amount of medium density, low to moderate 
income housing with maximum provision for open space; 
community facilities for education, recreation andpersonal 
services; *‘clean*'/light industrial development; and rapid 
transit in the major urban areas. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

From the begin nïng, those who ensiaved and coloured us 
uaderstood that by controlling Communications they coold 
control our minds, Over the years, as the white Commu¬ 
nications forces continued to teil the world lies about 
us, the Black newspaper became our primary agent of 
commumcation, From its inception in 1827, lt kept us 
informed about ourselves, because we owned it, lt brought 
us pourlng into nortbern cities and it helped us keep in 
touch with our brothers and sisters who had not left the 
South; it told us about lynehings and our treatment in 
the army, and it fougbt to preserve our culture, 

Then four years ago the National Advisory Comrntssion 
on Civil Disorders told the country what we already knew: 
The white-controlled mass media had not been responsive 
to our needs, The changes since have been minimal* A 
few more token Blacks in visible posmons here; a few 
more news stories or entertainment programs involving 
Blacks there. As the Congressional Black Caucus has 
saidr ", , , it is stiil impossible to f ind in the media 
anything like an adequate picture of Black culture and 
Black lifestyles.* 1 With these reaiities in mind, we movej 
toward a Black Agenda for Communications: 

L. There is no substitute for the control of our own 
Communications, Black publications and Black controlled, 
electronic media must now be made to serve the Black 
masses more adequateiy in our struggle for Hberation, 
They must be catalysts for social change* The Black press 
and other media have a responsibility to the community 
to report the news accurately and intelligently, while thej 
Black community has a responsibility to the Black Media 
to strengthen and support it. 


We must control television and radio outlets. Of th* 
approximatelv 355 Black-programmed radio stations 

America, 345 are owned by whites, some of whom havi 
become mülionaires through the exploitation of the Blac’ 

CONTINUED ÜN NEXT PAGE 
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public, At this stage, there are no Black-owned 
stations in the country. 


televlsion 


2 As we work to control our own Communications we 
must also convince the whtte-owned mass media they caT 

l T,r V n OU f r communities and Ue ahout us atwüL. 

Wal Hl i h£ Ca ° f the Corl 8 r easionaI Black Caucus for 
local Black orgamzations to form Media WatchdogCom- 

mittees, to document unfair media practices in hiring 
news coverage, entertainment and advertising. Black 
lawyers working closely with süch Watchdog Committees 
should file lawsuits to challenge the racist use of the 
public airwaves, newspapers and magazines* 


3* Cable televlsion offers a relatively low cost way 
both to control Information coming into our communities, 
and to channel what would have been white profits into 
community development. We must see to it that no cable 
televlsion comes into our communities unless we control 
it* Our minds and the minds of our children are at stake. 

4* At least three Black persons must be appointed 
to the Federal Communications Commission, The media 
should not be allowed to operate without serieus Black 
monitoring. 

5* ït is neeessary to move towards the transfer of 
certain local and nat ion al radio and televlsion proper- 
ties (including cable TV) to Black community control, 
through appropriate government actions. We must insist 
on the hiring of Blacks in all print, radio and TV media 
in proportion to population figures. We have been the 
main sufferers from white racist Communications and 
the ehief creators of profltable alternatives. We must 
develop and control as well as create* We must teil 
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our own story to our people, 

i 

6, ïn a country having the technologie al capability of 
the United States, the right of free speech is meaning- 
less unless Black people are not oniy able to say what 
they want to say but also have genuine access to the 
tools for communicating with themselves and with others. 
The federal government has the resnonsibility to ensure 

that light* To date it has failed in that responsibility, 

1 herefore, we must insist that Black people have guaran- 
teed access to the control of their own modern Communi¬ 
cations media* 

Black people must organize to achieve federal and 
private support of cable TV system ownership by Blacks 
as well as federal recognition of and response to Black 
Communications watchdog organizations* 

8* Blacks must organize to insure that the FCC develops 
an Ombudsman program to advise and assist Blacks 
attempting to obtain access to control of and influence 
on Communications media through such actions as peti- 
tions to deny licenses, complaints and lawsuits* 

9* The 1934 Communications Act, which gave to 
FCC the job of regulating the broadcast media, must 
be amended immediately to do the followlrtg; 

--Networks and all program producers of licensed 
stations should be made to abide by the Fairness Doctrine 
and FCC's Equal Employment Practices. 

--FCC should be made to set up a division to help 
people file complaints against individual stations* 

--Print media should be brought under the same regu- 
latory control as are broadcast media, 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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IÖ. The Congressional Black Caucus should introducé 
legislation allowing non-profit community organizations 
co receive from HEW's (Health, Education and Welfare) 
Educationai Television Funds ' ^ of the rnoney 

necessary for funding eommuiu on production 

centers* 

11. The United States Information Agency must begin 
to broadcast the truth about Black community life to 
Africa. USÏA must begin immediately receiving news- 
worthy items from responsible Blacks, and transmitting 



. . We (the Black Pantker Party) believe tkat tkis 
change wilt corne when the cantradiction between Black 
people, all oppressed peopte and our oppressors is ulti- 
maiely resolved , whick we believe will be througk violent 
conflict * It is with these ideas in mind that we offer this 
Agenda for the masses of Black people , for f as we have 
stated before, * m . . when (the people) are ready to piek up 
the gun, serious business will happen/ ,T 

SELF DETERMIHATIDH FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLÜMBÏfl 

The Problem 

The nearly 800,000 resident6 of our Nation’s Capital 
have the dual distinction of being the only citizens of our 
nation who are by law denied the right to self-govern- 
ment (the last colony) and the only major city in this 
country with a 12 per cent Black population. These two 
facts are not imrelated. 

No National Black Politica! Agenda would be complete 
wiihout a call to the entire Black Nation to rally to the 
support of the Black majority population of Washington, 
D. C, in their efforts to achieve full seIf~government 
and votlng representation in the Congress of the United 
States. 

That cause has achieved considerably high vistbllity 
tflfs ’ year.'*The city \uiè iic firsr Delegate,' nlheit non- 


voting, in the U.S, Mouse of Representatives in nearly 
one hundred years, He is a Black man and a member 
of the Congressional Black Caucus. Since coming to 
office he has developed with the people of the city through 
a series of hearings held in each of the city's eight 
wards a "People^s Home Rule B11F\ That hüi was 
introduced in this the 92nd Congress and on October 
12, 1971 the Senate passed a home rule bill very similar 
to it by the largest margin ever given a home rule pro¬ 
pos al, Moreover, a hül granting full voting represen¬ 
tation in the Congress co the citizens of the Nation’s 
Capital, with two Senators and two Representatives, bas 
passed the House Judiciary Committee and awaits action 
by the full House and the Senate. Bui these inuiatives 
toward liberating our majority -Black Capital are menaced 
by the saine racist reactionary forces that have doomed 
earlier legislation, 

Only an affirmative vote by a majority of the members 
of both Houses of the Congress and affirmative action 
by a President of the United States will wrest from 
Southern-dominated Commlttees of the Congress their 

dictatorial authority over the lives of this Black majority 
population and free them from the tyranny of j, taxation 
without representation' 


. > > 




To those who say that such an Agenda is "visionary 
"utopian”, and tJ t;rnpossible , * f we say that the keepers 
of conventional white politics have always viewed our 
situation and our real needs as beyond the realm of 
their wildest imaginationö. At every critical moment 
of our struggle in America we have had to press relent- 
iessly against the iimics of the^realistic” to create new 
realities for the life of our people, 

This is our challenge at Gnry and beyond, for a new 
Black politics demands new Vision, new hope and new 
definitions of the possible. Out’ time has come, These 
chings are nee essa ry. All things are possihle. 


R ec om m end at ion s: 

1, lt is recornmended, therefore, that Blacks across 
the nation obtain eommitments to support self- 
determination for the District of Columbia from 
all who seek their votes for the Presidency of 
the United States or membership in the U.S. 
Congress. 

2. In the interim, untü self-governmenc is secured, 
it is recornmended that Blacks obtain eommitments 
from United States policy makers for support of J 
the Washington Agenda prepared by the citizens 
of the District of Columbia and their Delegate to 
the Congress, and by the District of Columbia 
Delegation to this convention» That Agenda includes 
steps that the President and the Congress must 
take to relieve the problem s in the areas of 
Health, Criminal Justice, Housing and Economie 
Development, Environment and Transportation, the 
Elderly, Jobs and Income, Education, Civil Rights 
and Labor Relations confronting the people of this, 
the Last Colony. 
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OUT HE RE 


PEOPLE S PETITION 

FOR IMMEDIATE PAROLE OF BROTHER DAVID 
HILLIARD FROM THE CAUFORNIA PRISON 
SYSTEM OR AN APPEAL RAIL BOND WITH 
A RETRIAL JURY OF HIS PEER-GROUP. 



WE THE PEOPLE, R ESIDEE TS OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY, IN THE SPIRIT OF RE VOL UTIONARY 
INTERCOMMUNALISM, DO HEREBY RED RE SS OUR GRIE VAN CE AND PETITION THE COURTS OF 
AMERICA AND THE CAUFORNIA STATE GOVERNMENT AND PAROLE BOARD: THAT DAVID HILLIARD 
BE RELEASED FROM HIS PRISON INCARCERATION IN THE CAUFORNIA PENAL SYSTEM TO THE 
PEOPLE OF OUR COMMUNITIES ON PAROLE OR AN APPEAL BAIL BOND. 

BROTHER DAVID HILLIARD, POLITICAL PRISONER AND CHIEFOFSTAFF OF THE BLACK PANTHER 
PARTY, IRAS IN FACT WRONGFULLY CONVICTED ON FALSE CHARGES BYA PREDOMINATELY 
WHITE RACIST JURY, AS ALL MEMBERS OF THE OAKLAND BLACK COMMUNITY WERE SYSTEMA- 
T1CALLY ELIMINATED FROM THE JURY SELECTION PROCESS IN HIS TRIAL. 

IN LIGHT OF THESE F ACTS, WE THE UNDEIlSlGNED, THEREFORE PETITION THAT DAVID HILLIARD 
BE GRANTED HIS HU MAN AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, THAT IS, PAROLE FROM PRISON OR AN 
APPEAL BAIL BOND BY THE AMERICAN COURTS PENDING APPEAL OF HIS CASE BEFORE HIGHER 
COURTS, AND THAT HIS RETRIAL JURY BE OF HIS PEERS, A TRUE REPRESENTA TION OF A CROSS 
SECTION OF THE COMMUNITY. 
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